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Fifteen Days of Glory
Conferencing Four Times in Two Weeks in Three Countries, 













recently  (after 1997)  to be  the  real “father” of  the word bioethics and of a 










Integrativna bioetika i izazovi suvremene civi-
lizacije: zbornik radova Prvog međunarodnog 
bioetičkog simpozija u Bosni i Hercegovini 
(Sarajevo, 31. III.-1. IV. 2006.) [Integrative 
bioethics and the challenges of contemporary 
civilisation:  proceedings  of  the  1st  interna-
tional  bioethical  symposium  in  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina  (Sarajevo,  March  31-April  1, 
2006)],  edited  by  Velimir  Valjan  (Sarajevo: 
Bioetičko	društvo	u	BiH,	2007),	65–76.
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Cf.	 Amir	 Muzur,	 Iva	 Rinčić,	 “Fritz	 Jahr	
(1895–1953): the Man Who Invented Bioeth-
ics”, Synthesis Philosophica 26, no. 1 (2011): 
133–139;	 Iva	 Rinčić,	 Amir	 Muzur,	 “Fritz	
Jahr: the Invention of Bioethics and Beyond”, 







Jahr and the Foundations of Global Bioethics: 











and Mali Lošinj) and the Southeast Europe Bioethics Fora, as well as to join 
the  international German-Croatian project aiming at  the establishment of a 
master  programme  in  integrative  bioethics,  but  also  to  establish  their  own 
research groups, centres, and symposia. So, beside in Croatia, the Bioethics 







1st International Interdisciplinary Conference “Bioethics – the Sign of a New 





plicitly devoted to bioethics appeared in 2006 (Bioethics in Our Country and 
in the World, proceedings of a scientific symposium held on October 2006 
at Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts4) and 2012, respectively (Bioeth-
ics and Medicine,	by	Sandra	Radenović5). Beside the already mentioned SE 













tion. Both conferences are international and held in May: the Rijeka Days of 
Bioethics vary from 15 to 120 participants, while the Lošinj Days of Bioethics 
usually host up to 150 scholars.
In May 2012, four conferences were organised within the span of two weeks 
– 14th Rijeka Days of Bioethics (May 10–11), 11th Lošinj Days of Bioethics 
(May 13–16), 8th International Conference on Clinical Ethics and Consulta-
tions in São Paulo (May 16–19), and 3rd International Bioethical Symposium 






As  it  is  well  known,  the  French  Revolutionary  Calendar  introduced  new 
names  for  the  months  –  Germinal,  Floréal,  Prairial,  etc.  Had  the  French 
known about bioethics, they would have certainly renamed the month of May 
into “Bioéthical”.
14th Rijeka Days of Bioethics (Rijeka, Croatia, May 10–11, 2012)
As  it has been  the custom  for  the past  few years,  the members of  the De-
partment of Social Sciences and Medical Humanities of University of Rijeka 
Faculty of Medicine, each propose a topic and co-ordinate the organisation 
of  the  conference  when  their  (alphabetical)  turn  comes. The  central  topics 
of the past conferences were, thus, Ethics and Sports, Bioethical Education, 
etc. This year, chosen was the title “Language of Medicine: From its Genesis 
to  the Culture and Ethics of Communication”. Some 120  referees  from 18 





By  the  end  of  the  first  day  of  conference,  presented  were  publications  by 
the Department members, among them two issues of the Jahr journal (4 and 
5), and the books European Bioethics: Ideas and Institutions	by	Iva	Rinčić	
(Zagreb: Pergamena, 2011) and Amir Muzur and Hans-Martin Sass, editors, 






associations  important  for  forging  the  name  of  ‘bioethics’  by  Fritz  Jahr  in 
1926 and by Van Rensselaer Potter in 1970. The basic thesis of the paper was 











Dragoslav	 Marinković,	 Zvonko	 Magić,	 and	
Kosana  Konstantinov,  editors,  Bioetika kod 









Velimir  Valjan,  Bioetika  [Bioethics]  (Sara-
jevo:	Svjetlo	riječi,	2004).
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11th Lošinj Days of Bioethics (Mali Lošinj, Croatia, May 13–16, 2012)
With some 120 participants presenting more than 90 papers (including a stu-
dent section on “Bioethics and Psyche” and a round table on “Bioethics and 




Bioethik und Pluriperspektivismus / Integrative Bioethics and Pluri-perspec-
tivism, Sankt Augustin, Academia Verlag, 2010; Amir Muzur and Hans-Mar-
tin  Sass,  editors,  Fritz Jahr and the Foundations of Global Bioethics: the 













8th International Conference on Clinical Ethics and Consultations 






Institutions was founded, with the first Latin-American Congress of Bioethics 
held in 1995 in São Paulo, Brazil. By that time, namely, bioethics had found 






7th World Bioethics Congress (Brasília, 2002) and the 8th International Con-















Brazil  primarily because,  like  in many other  countries  (including Croatia), 
it  had  been  recognised  by  the  Catholic  Church  as  an  opportunity  to  enter 













In  2002,  Leo  Pessini  met  Ivan  Šegota  at  the  World Congress  in  Brasília. 
Šegota interviewed Pessini (using a malfunctioning registrator, as it will turn 
out  lately) and they established a lifelong friendship. In May 2004, Pessini 
visited Rijeka and attended the 6th Rijeka Days of Bioethics, where Croatian 
translation of his book on dysthanasia was presented.16 In March 2011, Pessini 
was supposed to visit again Rijeka and the conference on Fritz Jahr and Eu-
ropean Roots of Bioethics: Establishing International Scholars’ Network, but 
he eventually had to cancel the trip due to health reasons. He invited, how-
ever,	the	two	organisers	of	the	2011	Rijeka	conference	–	Iva	Rinčić	and	Amir	










can Bioethics: History and Perspectives, 
edited  by  Leo  Pessini,  Christian  de  Paul  de 
Barchifontaine,  and  Fernando  Lolas  Stepke 
(Dordrecht: Springer, 2010), 21–27.
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Alfonso  Llano  Escobar,  “Bioethics  in  Latin 
America  and  Colombia”,  in  Ibero-American 
Bioethics: History and Perspectives,  edited 
by Leo Pessini, Christian de Paul de Barchi-




fontaine,  “An  X-ray  of  Bioethics  in  Brazil: 
Pioneering  Voices,  Institutional  and  Educa-
tional Programs and Perspectives”,  in Ibero-













éticos do Viver e do Morir (Brasília: Conselho 
Federal de Medicina, 2011).
14
José  Roberto  Goldim,  “Bioética:  origens  e 
complexidade”, Revista do Hospital de Clíni-




sobre bioética ambiental”, O mundo da saude 
(São Paulo) 30, no. 4 (2006): 614–618.
16
Leo Pessini, Distanazija: do kada produžavati 
život?  [Dysthanasia:  how  far  should  life  be 
prolonged?],  translated  from  Portuguese  by 












moderation  was  provided  by  Leo  Pessini,  and  H. T.  Engelhardt,  Henk  ten 
Have, and others contributed to a very vivid discussion.
On the first day of the São Paulo conference, the book Fritz Jahr and the Foun-






































William  Saad  Hossne,  and  Márcio  Fabri  dos 
Anjos, editors, Ética e Bioética Clínica no Plu-
ralismo e Diversidade: Teorias, Experiências e 
Perspectivas  (São  Paulo:  Centro  Universitário 
São Camilo/Editora Idéias & Letras, 2012).
